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called upon to deal, even in outline, with the
whole subject of Christianity or Christendom
in a book of this compass. It is equally
impracticable to do so in the case of Buddhism
By the foregoing the reader will see that*
under that title, a book might be written with
equal pertinence either on the story of the incep-
tion of the Buddhist movements and its
legends, on the Buddhism of the Pali Canon,
on the history of that Canon, on the Maha-
Yanist evolution, on schools of Buddhist
philosophy, on Buddhist India, on Trans-
Indian Buddhism, and so forth.

It is true that these subj ects are not mutually
independent. As with Christianity so here,
but one Founder is acknowledged, and but one
and the same cradle land. And that which
we have seen called the Lower Vehicle, but
which should, with greater historical propriety,
be called by its more ancient name of the
Theravada, or School of the Elders or Apostles,
is by all admitted to be the parent stem. No
Maha-Yanist, however, and no Lamaist would
concede that any treatment entitled " Bud-
dhism " was adequate, that did not show the
history of the doctrine as a progressive inspira-
tion, and their own cult as the expanded and
perfect flower of the parent gospel.

And more: the range of the subject of
Buddhism is not to be confined to the cult and
its adherents. India could not for a time have
so far adopted that cult that we may speak of
Buddhist India, and of Buddhist thought and